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nothing but pity for the erring official   Even for his sake suffering seems
to  be the only remedy open to us at this juncture.
Hostile papers make capital out of your writing in the Navajitan
that "you are at sea" with regard to swaraj. It has given room to mis-
conceptions. It may be that the Associated Press has advantageously ex-
tracted only portions of it. It strikes me as if you are unduly pessimistic.
I do not know whether you felt exactly on the verge of hopelessness about
non-violence and untouchability. Progress in our present condition is
possible only under limitations and till the restricting limitations are shat-
tered no robust growth is possible. Swaraj will break our limitations and
give us sufficient light and air. Any scheme of swaraj must aim at break-
ing these barriers of progress, and it is a question which should come first.
There is no use letting more of our countrymen getting Europeanized and
ridicule the charkha as the wonderful Madras ministry has done. The
national deterioration must stop. I think it would be better if you could
reproduce the whole of your article of the Navajivan in Young India with
any comment you think necessary thereon. I have unnecessarily made this
letter lengthy. Kindly excuse trouble.
I need not remark now upon the fact that nowadays people
are being singled out for imprisonment for the sake of their non-
violence if they are also influential. I reproduce the letter for the
warning it contains. There is little doubt that there are some
among us who do not implicitly believe in non-violence even while
they are under the pledge, i.e., they do not mind the assistance of
those who would do violence. They seem to believe that violence
can run parallel to non-violence and the two together accelerate the
progress of the country towards its goal. Such an attitude besides
being hypocritical is positively against the country's interest. Two
opposite forces may run parallel but they cannot both go in the same
direction* If non-violence was a camouflage or a preparation for
violence, an accidental or intended outbreak of it might be by
way of trial a great gain even during the pendency of so-called
non-violence. But that is not India*s religious battle, God is
witness above and He is just enough to chastise every double deal-
ing. Our present belief is that India cannot gain anything by
violence and must gain her three ends by non-violence alone un-
supported by violence. If therefore we will win, there must be on
the part of non-co-operators an unequivocal and emphatic mental
and vocal condemnation of every act of violence done out of
sympathy for their cause. Let those who do not believe in non-
violence or believe in both running together form a party of their
own and fight out the issue. That would make a non-co-operator's
task difficult but not so difficult as when he has to fight an enemy